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A rain garden collects and 
cleans water from the street.

Median with lighting and signal  allows pedestrians to wait 
safely if they don’t make it across the whole crossing in one go.

Drivers are subtly alerted to pedestrians when 
sidewalk material continues across an intersection.
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Note from the Scan|Design 
Foundation

Note from the International 
Sustainability Institute

This booklet demonstrates that people—not 

cars, not buildings (however beautiful), and 

not even fancy parks—make places work. And 

if we want to know how well our places work, 

we should count people. Have our changes to 

the neighborhood increased or decreased the 

number of people walking? Have they increased 

or decreased the number of people spending 

time in public space? Are people getting more 

use from these public spaces? This fine document 

gives us an understanding of how to collect that 

data, and why people themselves are what really 

matters.

Seattle’s neighborhoods function as rallying 

points for people as well as comfortable places for 

them to live. Our long-term growth plans dictate 

that Seattle’s neighborhoods will grow more 

dense.  The city’s challenge is to increase that 

density - and thereby make the neighborhoods 

more environmentally friendly - even as it 

protects Seattle’s livability.

The great opportunity laid out by this document 

is that we can have both—density and 

livability—and more.  By following a “people 

first” approach in planning, Seattle can grow 

gracefully and improve the city’s very core: its 

neighborhoods.

The International Sustainability Institute (ISI) is a 

Seattle-based not-for-profit dedicated to bringing 

world-wide best practices to the Puget Sound 

region. 

Todd Vogel

Executive Director

The Scan | Design Foundation has established the 

ScanDesign Intern Program with Gehl Architects 

as part of our mission to foster Danish-American 

relations. Gehl Architects is a recognized 

expert in the area of design for people friendly 

spaces. They have applied their approach and 

methodology in a number of cities worldwide 

with the goal of improving the livability of these 

areas, in most cases with impressive results. 

For the Foundation, our association with Gehl 

has afforded us the opportunity to introduce 

this uniquely Danish outlook and methodology 

into the US, and into the Seattle area and the 

Northwest in particular. At this time in Seattle’s 

development, this information can be absolutely 

essential in creating a vibrant, healthy city 

environment, and is a component lacking in 

many city development plans in the US.

The Gehl Intern Program provides support for 

University of Washington students in the College 

of Built Environments to work as interns in 

Copenhagen and introduces those interns to 

Danish culture and life, while at the same time 

they receive in-depth, hands-on experience in 

the Gehl methods and processes. Upon their 

return to the University of Washington, what 

they will have learned will be shared with 

other students in College of Built Environments 

studios and with the future Gehl Interns, who 

they will mentor. It is the hope of the Foundation 

that these experiences will provide the basis 

of a Danish-American connection that is strong 

and long lasting, not just for the Gehl Interns but 

for people of both countries with whom these 

interns connect.

Mark Schleck

President and Director
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Note from the Green 
Futures Lab 

Through the generous support of the ScanlDesign 

Intern Program, the Green Futures Lab at the 

UW has the privilege to connect our planning 

and design students with Seattle neighborhoods 

and the internationally respected Copenhagen 

firm of Gehl Architects. The SDF Intern Program 

provides the rare, in-depth opportunity for 

students to learn proven Danish methods for 

enhancing the public realm and to apply those 

concepts to the Seattle context, bringing benefits 

to the City’s residents and planning processes 

while also training students in methods that 

can be applied throughout their careers as 

landscape architects, architects and planners. 

Under the expert guidance of Gehl Architects, 

Neighborhoods for People has been developed by 

our 2009 Interns, Eric Scharnhorst and Katherine 

Wimble. This exemplary document is based 

on the Interns’ application of Gehl’s analysis 

methods to three Seattle neighborhoods and 

participation in public neighborhood workshops 

in Spring 2009, and experience working on 

international projects in Gehl’s office for four 

months in Autumn 2009. Appealing to a diverse 

range of users engaged in local planning and 

design, Katherine and Eric have produced 

a document that is uniquely responsive to 

Seattle’s neighborhoods, while applying Gehl’s 

universally-proven concepts it will have broad 

usefulness to other American cities.

The UW Green Futures Research and Design 

Lab develops innovative approaches to the 

ecological planning and design of public space 

through interdisciplinary research, design 

and education. Faculty and students work with 

communities to envision their sustainable 

futures, exploring solutions that incorporate 

the public realm’s urban green infrastructure:  

community space, habitat restoration, clean 

water strategies, low-carbon energy, pedestrian 

environments and bicycle mobility.  Such 

interconnected, multi-functional networks 

support successful dense urban settlement, 

fostering neighborhoods that improve quality 

of life, equitability and social health while 

protecting our climate, conserving aquatic 

resources, and preserving biodiversity. The 

ScanlDesign Intern program has significantly 

advanced the GFL’s capacity through the SDF 

Intern Program, for which we are profoundly 

grateful. 

Nancy Rottle, Associate Professor

Director, Green Futures Research and Design Lab
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Making places people love to live in means 
making safe, vibrant, active, appealing, 
and sustainable neighborhoods. 


